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Figure 2. Integrity and theoretical framework
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Figure 3. Neighborhoods of Qazvin city, study area, streets and historic buildings (Golriz 1980)
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Figure 5. Timeline of visual documents (maps and aerial photographs) used in this study
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To preserve these areas effectively, we need to focus on
historic elements, strengthen structural unity, and integrate
original design concepts into modern city planning, Future
plans should highlight structural and historical integrity
to protect cultural identity while allowing for sustainable
urban growth, ensuring these neighborhoods remain vital
parts of Qazvin’s historic urban landscape.
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focus on structural challenges and changes in its historic
neighborhoods over time. An analysis of the earliest
available city maps from 1918, along with aerial images
up to the present, shows significant modifications. These
include street construction, the demolition of heritage
buildings, and new development, especially in the Rah-Rey,
Khandaq-Bar, and Khiaban neighborhoods. Such changes
have fragmented the historical structure, making it hard to
recognize the original features of these areas. Therefore, a
systematic evaluation of structural-historical integrity using
historical maps, field surveys, and comparative analysis is
critical for understanding urban transformations. It will
also help guide strategies for preservation and sustainable
management. This study aims to address the following
key questions: How was the central structure of Qazvin’s
historic fabric organized before major physical changes?
What transformations have affected the neighborhoods’
cohesion over time? What are the consequences of these
structural modifications on urban integrity?

Materials and Methods

This study looks at the historical and structural integrity of
certain neighborhoods in Qazvin. It treats integrity as a key
element for preserving the historic urban area. The research
is qualitative and fits within an interpretive framework. It
uses a descriptive and analytical method to explore the
physical and structural conditions of the historic area.
The study uses field surveys and visual documentation
to accurately assess changes over time. First, a thorough
review of international charters and expert opinions was
done to define integrity, especially structural-historical
integrity, and its parts within urban heritage. From this
review, a model for studying and evaluating integrity was
created, which became the descriptive basis of the research.
Then, integrity in the chosen neighborhoods was assessed
using a comparative and analytical approach. Historical
maps and aerial photos of Qazvin, including maps from
1918 (1297 SH) and aetial images from 1956, 1968,
1975, 1994, and 2024, were systematically analyzed. All
historical maps and images were digitized and converted
into detailed engineering maps using AutoCAD, both
for the neighborhoods and their surrounding areas. This
allowed for thorough spatial comparisons over time. This
approach helped identify and analyze structural changes
in the neighborhoods and their outskirts. Additionally, the
level of cohesion and continuity in Rah-Rey, Khandaqg-
Bar, and Khiaban was evaluated by comparing historical
features with present conditions.

Results & Discussion

As discussed in the theoretical framework, evaluating
structural-historical  integrity requires attention  to
continuity, change, balance, and significance over time.

Integrity and authenticity are related ideas in heritage

conservation. Authenticity preserves historical evidence
and meaning, while integrity ensures a complete structural,
conceptual, and material state (UNESCO-WHC, 2005). In
Qazvin’s historic urban fabric, these ideas are closely linked.
The transmission of a place’s genuine identity depends on
its integrity (Rossler, 2008). Analyzing historical maps and
aerial photographs from 1918 to 2024 shows significant
structural changes in the central neighborhoods of Rah-
Rey, Khandag-Bar, and Khiaban. Major projects, such as
building Railway Street and expanding Sepeh Street partially
destroyed historic buildings like the Qajar guesthouse and
sections of the Khorshid caravanserai (Sa’d al-Saltaneh).
These developments altered street layouts, disrupted
traditional routes, and fragmented urban continuity.
Reforms during the Pahlavi period and after 1975 made
the structural breaks even worse and Commercial uses
changed the neighborhood's identity.

Despite these changes, several key heritage elements like
the Jameh Mosque, Sheikh al-Islam Mosque, and Sardar
Bozorg Ab-Anbar have kept their spatial and symbolic
significance, showing the resilience of urban identity. The
analysis indicates that streets and spatial arrangements play
an important role in maintaining cohesion. In areas where
traditional forms and block patterns remain, the integration
of historic buildings with surrounding public spaces
strengthens identity. In Rah-Rey, a continuity of religious
and economic activities helps preserve the historical
character. In Khiaban, despite urban changes, visual and
functional aspects still reflect an authentic neighborhood
identity. Khandag-Bar, especially in historic and religious
areas, maintains structural coherence, although changes
in use pose challenges to its overall integrity. Overall, the
study shows that even though structural and functional
changes have fragmented historical neighborhoods,
careful preservation of spatial organization, historic
landmarks, and social functions can enhance cohesion and
continuity. Keeping structural-historical integrity in these
neighborhoods is essential not only for cultural identity
but also for maintaining functional and spatial links in the
changing urban landscape of Qazvin.

Conclusion

The historic neighborhoods of Rah-Rey, Khandaq-Bar,
and Khiaban have kept important parts of their original
identity, even with many changes over time. These areas still
show valuable physical and functional traits. They include
a mix of homes, shops, monuments, and services, which
help keep the neighborhood intact and continuous. Key
heritage buildings, like the Jameh Mosque, Sardar Bozorg
Ab-Anbar and Khorshid Caravanserai (Sa’d al-Saltanch),
are crucial in preserving this historical character. However,
urban projects, especially street construction, transport
expansions, and unsuitable renovations, have disrupted
structural and visual links, hurting the overall integrity.
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The conservation of structural
and historical integrity in historic
cities is a major challenge due to
urban growth. Changes in integrity
and the loss of authentic historical
context have led to a decline in
the city's historical identity. This
study looks at integrity within the
historic areas of Qazvin, focusing
on the Rah-Rey, Khandaq-Bar,
and Khiaban neighborhoods. We
developed key evaluation indicators
based on conservation principles
and theories, applying them at
both neighborhood and broader
levels. The methodology included
archival research, historical maps
and images from 1918 to today, and
field surveys to track spatial and
structural changes. The findings
show that changes in wurban
structure have disrupted historical
identity and continuity, especially
along key historical pathways. The
study concludes that strengthening
structural integrity and protecting
authentic values are vital for
balancing heritage preservation
with ongoing urban development.

Keywords:  Qazvin, Historic
Utrban Fabric, Integrity, Historical-
Structural Integrity, Continuity

Introduction

Historic  urban  fabrics  are

invaluable remnants of a city’s

cultural and structural heritage.
However, changes
over recent decades have made it
difficult to identify their original
Studying  these
neighborhoods is like examining
the historical identity of cities. They
reflect structural and functional

extensive

characteristics.

patterns that have developed over
time. These clements define the
cultural profile of urban ateas
and provide important insight
into their historical and social
evolution. One key aspect in
examining historic urban fabrics
is the concept of integrity. This
includes multiple dimensions and
serves as a foundation for heritage
conservation.
charters, such as the Venice Charter
(1964) and the Nara Document
on Authenticity (1994), stress the
importance of structural and visual
integrity. They highlightits essential
role in evaluating, managing, and
planning the protection of historic
urban environments. Despite these
guidelines, many historic cities
in Iran, especially those from the
post-Qajar period, have undergone
significant
These changes have disrupted
structural-historical integrity and
could impact cultural, social, and
economic identity. In Qazvin,
while the city’s history is well-
documented, there has been less

International

transformations.
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